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circumstance might have diverted him from his greatest
achievements. Anxious to put an end to the eternal shortage
of money he applied for the post of draughtsman then
vacant in Layard's explorations at Ninevah. The reply
was that his application had arrived a day too late; had it
been received in time he would have been accepted. Millais
refers to the occasion in a letter to Mrs. Combe (22nd Nov-
ember, 1851): "Layard, the winged-bull discoverer, requires
an artist with him (salary two hundred a year) and has
applied for one at the School of Design, Somerset House.
Hunt is going to-night to see about it, as, should there be
intervals of time at his disposal for painting pictures, he
would not dislike the notion. One inducement to him
would be that there, as at Jerusalem, he could illustrate
Biblical history. Should the appointment require imme-
diate filling, he could not take it, as the work he is now
about cannot be finished till March."

Charles Collins, brother of Wilkie Collins and later the
husband of one of Dickens' daughters, had joined Hunt
and Millais in their country retreat, and in the late autumn
evenings the party was a happy one, except for the fact that
Millais was untiring in his sneers at the " high-church "
tendencies of Collins, whom he taunted with more per-
sistence than good taste, until even Hunt turned away in
weariness from his friend.

It was at this time that the first idea of The Light of the
World dawned upon his mind. It originated in the words
of the Revelation, " Behold, I stand at the door, and knock,"
and by good fortune a suitable scene was discovered near the
farm in which he was staying; so that, before the completion
of The Hireling Shefherd> he was able to begin upon this
new work. In the late autumn he began to paint by night
in the orchard, establishing himself in a little shelter built